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Nor calTd the gods, with vulgar spite,
To vindicate his helpless right;

But bow'd his comely head

Down, as upon a bed.

Perhaps Clarendon, in his History of the Rebellion, gives the fairest judgment
on Charles's complex character:

He was the worthyest gentleman, the best master, the best frende, the best husbande,
the best father, and the best Christian that the Age in which he lyved had produced,
and if he was not the best kinge, if he was without some parts and qualityes which
have made some kings greate and happy, no other Prince was ever unhappy, who
was possest of half his virtues and indownments, and so much without any kinde
of vice.